October 14, 2011
Dear Rising Star Superintendent and Principal:
Your school Leadership Team has been working with your SSoS Team using the Rising Star Template to document your School Improvement Process.  In many instances, the initial phase of your work will be submitted to ISBE in the upcoming months.  Based upon the financial concerns you have shared, we can provide your SSoS School and teachers participating in the continuous improvement process with financial support as you begin the second phase of plan development. 

To accomplish this, we are asking you to develop a plan and a budget for work beginning November 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.   This will provide you with an opportunity to incorporate curriculum development and curriculum revision with the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  With the adoption of the Common Core Standards by the State of Illinois, teachers will be expected to provide instruction from a curriculum that is aligned with these Standards.  In order to accomplish this task, you may want your teachers to participate in on-going curriculum development.  This may take the form of added time in a teacher’s schedule to work with other teachers, after school work, or Saturday work.  Additionally, this may involve professional development workshops for teachers, or work with hired content specialists/consultants. 

In collaboration with your SSoS Team, please submit the attached application by October 28, 2011.  Please refer to the attachments: 
“Rising Star Guidelines for Continuous School Improvement” 

“Rising Star Special Projects Proposal—November, 2011-June, 2012” 

“Special Projects Rising Star Budget Summary—November, 2011-June 2012.”   
Sincerely,
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Dr. Vanessa Kinder

Executive Director

